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U.S. Department of Justice

National Security Division

TOP SECRET//SI//N0FORN
Washington, D.C. 20530

July 25,2014

The Honorable Thomas F. Hogan
United States Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court 
333 Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20001

Dear Judge Hogan:

Re: (U//FOUO) Notice Regarding NSA Purge Practices

(S//REL TO USA, FVEY) This letter provides information regarding gaps in the process 
by which the National Security Agency (NSA) has effectuated purges. Specifically, in April and 
May, 2014, NSA reported to the National Security Division (NSD) and the Office of the Director 
of National Intelligence (ODNI) inconsistencie^r^iemann^i^hid^IS^nume^at^orn 
NSA repositories that had been designated as

_______ gWS3Z/NP) As previously described to the Court, any system designated by NSA m 
l^^^^^must employ a purge protocol to verify that information is purged when the system 

receives a request to destro^IGINT informatiorUha^S^s not authorized to retain. See, e.g, 
Tn re DNI/AG Cerii/zcaririwJ^^^|Docket No.Affidavit of the Director of NSA, 
filed on May 10,2010. In the following activities, undertaken as part of NSA’s ongoing efforts 
to identify and resolve issues with its purge process, NSA identified specific objects that were 
subject to compliance purges but were not purged from
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these ways, NS A will promptly notify NSD and ODNI.
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(U//FOUO) NS A has reviewed this letter and confirmed its accuracy. The Department 
of Justice will continue to provide further information to tire Court regarding these matters.

Respectfully submitted,
(b)(6)

Kevin J. O’Connor
Chief, Oversight Section
Office of Intelligence, NSD
U.S. Department of Justice
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